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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GE 

SUBJECT: THE EAST GERMAN CHURCH CHALLENGES THE STATE 

ON MILITARY TRAINING FOR YOUTH 

REFS: (A) BERLIN 1751 (NOTAL): (B) BERLIN A-24 

1 . SUMMARY: THE EAST GERMAN PROTESTANT CHURCH 

HAS TAKEN OPEN ISSUE WITH THE STATE BY PUBLICLY 

OPPOSING THE INTRODUCTION OF PRE-MILITARY TRAINING IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS THIS FALL AND HAS ADVISED CHURCH MEMBERS THAT IT WILL SUPPORT 
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THEIR RESISTANCE TO THE PROGRAM. THIS DEVELOPMENT COMES AFTER A 

A PERIOD OF NOTABLE IMPROVEMENT IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 

AND WAS SPARKED BY A GENUINE AND WIDESPREAD UPSURGE OF OPPOSITION 

TO THE PROGRAM AMONG MANY CHRISTIAN FAMILIES. THE CHURCH 

HAS CHOSEN TO EXPRESS ITS POSITION IN TERMS OF CONTRIBUTING TO THE 

SECURITY OF THE STATE AND OF NOT UNDERMINING THE CREDIBILITY OF 

THE GDR'S "PEACE POLICY. NEVERTHELESS, IT CONSTITUTES THE MOST 
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SERIOUS CHALLENGE LEVELED AT THE STATE 
FROM THE CHURCH IN YEARS AND MAY BE THE ROCK UPON 
WHICH IMPROVING CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN THE GDR 
COULD FOUNDER. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOR THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS EAST GERMAN PARENTS 
HAVE BEEN AWARE OF GOVERNMENT PLANS TO INTRODUCE 
COMPULSORY CIVIL DEFENSE AND PRE-MILITARY TRAINING 
INTO THE NINTH AND TENTH GRADES BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1 
OF THIS YEAR. THE CIVIL DEFENSE TRAINING WOULD BE 
COMPULSORY FOR BOYS AND GIRLF; THE PRE-MILITARY TRAINING 
"VOLUNTARY" FOR BOYS IN THE SUMMER BEFORE THE TENTH 
GRADE, COMPULSORY DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR. UNTIL NOW 
THERE HAS BEEN NO COMPULSORY MILITARY OR PARA-MILITARY 
TRAINING IN THE EAST GERMAN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS. THE ONLY COMPULSORY TRAINING HAS BEEN 
THROUGH 18-MONTH MILITARY INDUCTION. MILITARY 
TRAINING HAS BEEN PROVIDED ON A "VOLUNTARY" BASIS 
THROUGH THE FDJ AND SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS. FAMILIES 
WHO OBJECTED TO SUCH VOLUNTARY TRAINING COULD AVOID 

IT FOR THEIR CHILDREN. ALTHOUGH AT THE COST OF 
GIVING THEIR CHILDREN A BAD RECORD, THEREBY 
EFFECTIVELY BARRING THEM FROM HIGHER EDUCATION. 

NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME, SOME FORM OF PRE-INDUCTION 
MILITARY TRAINING HAS BECOME MANDATORY FOR EVERYONE. 
THIS PROGRAM HAS ELICITED A GROUNDSWELL OF OPPOSITION 
AMONG MANY CHRISTIAN FAMILIES WHO HAVE KEPT THEIR 
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CHILDREN OUT OF THE PRE-AND PARA MILITARY TRAINING 
PROGRAMS OF THE FREE GERMAN YOUTH (FDJ). 

3. IN RESPONSE TO THIS OPPOSITION TO MILITARY 
INDOCTRINATION OF GDR YOUTH, THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
PROTESTANT CHURCH HAS SOUGHT TO CONVINCE STATE 
AUTHORITIES TO RECONSIDER THIS POLICY, BUT WITHOUT 
SUCCESS. CHURCH LEADERS MET WITH STATE SECRETARY 
FOR CHURCH QUESTIONS SEIGEWASSER ON JUNE 1, FOLLOWED 
THIS UP WITH A LETTER TO HIM, AND CULMINATED THIS 
PROCESS WITH A MEETING BETWEEN BISHOP SCHOENHERR 
AND PREMIER STOPH ON JUNE 20. BECAUSE OF THEIR 
FAILURE TO MOVE STATE AUTHORITIES, THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH RESORTED TO A FIVE-PAGE 
LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL WHICH WAS READ FROM THE PULPITS 
OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN THE GDR ON SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

4. THE LETTER ACKNOWLEDGES THE RIGHT OF THE STATE TO 
LOOK AFTER THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY BUT QUESTIONS 
THE MEANS BY WHICH REAL SECURITY CAN BE ACHIEVED. IT 
ARGUES THAT GENUINE SECURITY COMES ONLY FROM A PEACE 
BASED ON INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING AND TRUST AND 
THAT A BETTER MEANS OF BUILDING THIS TRUST THAN 
"THINKING IN CLICHES OF FRIEND AND ENEMY" WOULD BE 
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TO PERMIT TRAVEL BY EAST GERMANS TO NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES TO GET TO KNOW THE PEOPLE BETTER. THE 
LETTER ARGUES THAT "THE INTRODUCTION OF OBLIGATORY 
MILITARY TRAINING IN THE SCHOOLS IN THIS PERIOD 
MUST BE UNDERSTOOD FROM ABROAD AS A DEMONSTRATIVE 
ACT AND WILL UNDERCUT THE CREDIBILITY OF THE PEACE 
POLICY OF THE GDR." THE LETTER ADVISES 
CHRISTIANS TO REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS. TO GIVE 
THEIR CHILDREN AN EDUCATION BASED ON THESE PRINCIPLES 
AND ADVISES THEM THAT IF CHRISTIAN FAMILIES, FOR 
REASONS OF CONSCIENCE, DO NOT PERMIT THEIR CHILDREN 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PRE-MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAM, 

THE CHURCH WILL SUPPORT THEM (ALTHOUGH IN UNSPECIFIED 
WAYS). 
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5. COMMENT: IN OUR VIEW THIS PASTORAL LETTER 
CONSTITUTES A SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO THE REGIME FROM THE 
CHURCH. THE REGIME HAS NOT YET REACTED 
TO THE LETTER BUT WE EXPECT SOME RESPONSE TO BE 
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INEVITABLE. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THAT IMPORTANT 
FIGURES IN BOTH THE STATE AND THE CHURCH WOULD LIKE 
IF POSSIBLE TO AVOID A CLASH WHICH WOULD UNDERCUT 
THE SLOWLY BUILT-UP DIALOGUE BETWEEN CHURCH AND 
STATE. THE PERIOD SINCE THE MARCH 6 MEETING 
BETWEEN ERICH HONECKER AND THE PROTESTANT LEADERSHIP 
HAS BEEN BY FAR THE MOST FAVORABLE FOR CHURCH-STATE 
RELATIONS IN MEMORY. MEDIA TREATMENT OF THE CHURCH 
AND ITS ACTIVITIES HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE AND POSITIVE. 

THE STATE HAS GIVEN ACTIVE MATERIAL SUPPORT TO SEVERAL 
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LARGE CHURCH MASS MEETINGS IN SHARP CONTRAST TO ITS 
PREVIOUS PRACTICE OF ATTEMPTING TO SABOTAGE THEM. 

IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THIS FRAGLE, AND BY NO 
MEANS UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED PERIOD OF ACCOMMODATION 
(SEE REFS), MAY SIMPLY COLLAPSE UNDER THE WEIGHT OF A 
NEW CONFRONTATION. HOWEVER, WE WOULD JUDGE THAT THE 
STATE AND PARTY LEADERSHIP MAY ATTEMPT TO MEET THIS 
CHALLENGE WITH SOMETHING LESS THAN A FULL-BLOW 
CONFRONTATION IN ORDER TO AVOID A SERIOUS DETERIORATION 
IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS. THIS RESPONSE MAY OR MAY 
NOT COME DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS. HOWEVER, THE 
PERIOD AFTER SEPTEMBER 1, WHEN INSTANCES OF PASSIVE 
RESISTANCE TO THE PROGRAM SEEM ALMOST CERTAIN, WILL 
INEVITABLY DEMONSTRATE THE LEVELS OF TOLERANCE FOR 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES IN THE HONECKER ERA AND THE AMOUNT 
OF CLOUT WHICH THE CHURCH CAN REALLY BRING TO BEAR 
IN DEFENSE OF ITS MEMBERS. END COMMENT. 

6. MORE EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND ON THIS ISSUE AND 
FURTHER COMMENTARY ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CHURCH- 
STATE RELATIONS FOLLOWS VIA AIRGRAM. BOLEN 
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